
S.L. 2002-64 Session Laws – 2002  

 
 172 

(3) "Electronic" means relating to technology having electrical, digital, 
magnetic, wireless, optical, electromagnetic, Internet, or similar 
capabilities. 

(4) "Electronic Repository" means an automated electronic repository for 
criminal process created and maintained pursuant to G.S. 15A-301.1. 

(5) "Electronic signature" means any electronic method of signing a 
document that meets each of the following requirements: 
a. Identifies and authenticates a particular person as the signer of 

the document, is unique to the person using it, is capable of 
certification, and is under the sole control of the person using it. 

b. Is attached to or logically associated with the document in such 
a manner that if the document is altered in any way without 
authorization of the signer, the signature is invalidated. 

c. Indicates that person's intent to issue, enter or otherwise 
authenticate the document. 

(6) "Entered" means signed and filed in the office of the clerk of superior 
court of the county in which the document is to be entered. A 
document may be entered in either paper form or electronic form. 

(7) "Filing" or "filed" means: 
a. When the document is in paper form, delivering the original 

document to the office where the document is to be filed. Filing 
is complete when the original document is received in the office 
where the document is to be filed. 

b. When the document is in electronic form, creating and saving 
the document, or transmitting it, in such a way that it is 
unalterably retained in the electronic records of the office where 
the document is to be filed. A document is "unalterably 
retained" in an electronic record when it may not be edited or 
otherwise altered except by a person with authorization to do 
so. Filing is complete when the document has first been 
unalterably retained in the electronic records of the office where 
the document is to be filed. 

(8) "Issued" applies to documents in either paper form or electronic form. 
A document that is first created in paper form is issued when it is 
signed. A document that is first created in electronic form is issued 
when it is signed, filed in the office of the clerk of superior court of the 
county for which it is to be issued, and retained in the Electronic 
Repository. 

(9) "Original" means: 
a. A document first created and existing only in paper form, 

bearing the original signature of the person who signed it. The 
term also includes each copy in paper form that is printed 
through the facsimile transmission of the copy bearing the 
original signature of the person who signed it. 

b. A document existing in electronic form, including the electronic 
form of the document and any copy that is printed from the 
electronic form. 

(10) "Signature" means any symbol, including, but not limited to, the name 
of an individual, which is executed by that individual, personally or 


